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What must | do to be saved?

Hear the Gospel (Acts 15:7);

Believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16);
17:30); Confess Christ (Romans 10:9-10); Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)
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Why Sheep Leave the Fold

God’s people were destined for the Babylonian captivity, and the prophet Ezekiel continually
reminded them of the consequences of all they were doing. In Ezekiel 34, he shows why
some sheep leave the fold.

Many people think of the twenty-third psalm as the “Shepherd’s psalm.” There is another
chapter we could rightly think of as the “shepherds’ chapter.” Ezekiel 34:1-6 addresses the
responsibility of Israel’s shepherds—if | were an elder | would read this chapter every
month—but it helps us all see why some Christians (sheep) leave the church (fold).

Some sheep leave the fold because they are sick. The cause of the sickness is not given, but
people leave the Lord because of personal problems which makes it so hard to grow
spiritually. It can so easily happen to new Christians, but it also impacts those who have been
in the church for years. That’s the nature of sin. It brings sickness and ends with death.

Some leave the fold because they are broken. This is much like those who leave because of
sickness, but the word “broken” may indicate a more sudden onset of the “sickness.” Jesus
described the seed on the stony ground as the person who “...hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, yet...when tribulation or persecution arises because of the
word, immediately he stumbles” (Matt. 13:20-21). Sin is powerful, and it can easily break the
spirit of any of us.

Some leave the fold because they are driven away. Every sheep in His flock has a
responsibility toward every other sheep. It is so tragic when older Christians’ words and
actions actually drive people away from the church. Ezekiel described them as those who
“...have pushed with side and shoulder, butted all the weak ones with your horns and
scattered them abroad” (34:21). While thinking their actions are justified, many Christians
come under the judgment of Christ who said, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe to stumble, it would better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung around his neck, he



had been cast into the sea” (Mark 9:42). Welcome to Broad Street Church of Christ
A special welcome is extended to all of our guests. Please let us know if we can assist you.

Some leave because they love goats. While this is not specifically mentioned by Ezekiel, this Please fill out a visitor's card which is located on the back of the pew in front of you. Deposit
truth is shown simply by seeing the attraction sin has to those who have returned to the sinful the card in the collection plate when it is passed. If you are looking for a place to worship
world after their salvation (2 Pet. 2:20). Paul speaks of how evil companions (goats) corrupt the regularly, we would love to have you here at Broad Street. Please come back and visit with
godly. Some are not willing to seek new friends in His fold. us again.

SHUT-INS:

Each of us has a God-given responsibility to the rest of us. Whenever you see a brother or
sister beginning to stumble, you cannot sit idly by and watch it happen. We have the great
Shepherd who leads us and watches over us, but we must each feel a personal obligation to all PRAYERS:
of those in His fold. By: Dan Jenkins

Ruby Gibson and Frances Elam.

Johnny Smith Jr., Phyllis Rumple, Stanley Sharpe, Helen Lyerly, Doris Ellenburg, Stacey Jordan, Will
Winchester, Betty Smith, Jo Anne Leake, Frank Shepherd, Wanda Elam and Roy Baldwin.

- Remember those who are going on vacation that they may be safe in their travels!

- Doris Ellenburg has received her scan results which confirmed that she does have cancer.

Upcoming Events:

July 31: Teens! Don't forget to stay after services for pizza and painting!

Aug. 6: Men's breakfast will meet at the RX at 8:30 A.M.

Aug. 7-11: Rockhill church of Christ will host a Gospel meeting with Al Simmons. Serice times
Monday through Thursday will be at 7:30 P.M.

Sermons:

A.M. - Prayer - John 4:23 - 24;
P.M. - Studies In Samuel Part Fourteen - 2 Sam. 8:15





